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Membership Dues
Just a reminder to all members that 2016

annual membership fees are due. Please try to
keep your membership current.  It helps greatly
with maintaining the membership and mailing
list. If you cannot attend the March 22  meeting,nd

feel free to mail your membership to:

Winneconne Historical Society

721 Elm Street

Winneconne, WI 54986

“Whistle Stop”
Campaign

The Historical Society Museum will again
host the Winneconne Area Community
Foundations’s “Whistle Stop”  awareness
campaign. The event is planned for Sunday,
May 15, 2016. The event is intended to reach
out to other local organizations and groups to
promote how the WACF functions and how it
can keep charitable dollars local and improve
the quality of life & culture in the Winneconne
area.

The Foundation will provide food, & drink
and is in the planning stages for this year’s
event. Other local groups will be set up on the
grounds. It was a very successful event last
year.

Election of 2016 Officers
At October’s general membership meeting ,

the 2016 officers were elected. A unanimous
ballot was cast for all 2015 officers to be
reelected.  President; Arline Hoenecke, Vice
President; Marlene O’Connell, Treasurer; Floyd
Wouters, Secretary; Mary Harper, and Directors
Rosemary Race Kunde, Jack Quigley, and Lee
Hanson.

At the next Board meeting, the Board of
Directors will look to replace Rosemary Kunde’s
vacant position due to her recent death.



Museum Building
Upgrades

At the last fall meeting, the membership
approved to replace the roof on the Little Country
Home. The asphalt shingle roof did not have
many years life span left and to replace with
another asphalt shingle roof would require a
complete tear off and perhaps a new sub roof. 
The cost to replace with a metal roof was fairly
equivalent, so the decision was to replace the
shingle roof with a permanent metal roof by
Kuehni Roofing.  The new roof will be a deep
“Hartford” green color that will accent the white
siding and blend with the railroad depot.

Kuehni Roofing put the original metal roof on
the Steamboat House and replaced the Railroad
Depot roof a few years ago.  Given the Doll
Cottage has a permanent slate roof, the
Historical Society should not have to replace
another roof for 100 years.

Painting the front door in a complimentary
brown/burgundy color that matches the depot is
also being considered to give our little country
home some pop.

In addition to the Little House receive a
new roof, the One Room Schoolhouse will
receive an entire new paint job. The Schoolhouse
has needed a fresh coat of paint for a few years.
The painting has been deferred due to the
foundation issues and grounds maintenance.
With the foundation repaired, the time has come
to complete the maintenance on the
schoolhouse.

The Steamboat House & Railroad Depot
have been painted 2-3 years ago, respectfully, 
and with the Schoolhouse completed, it should be
quite a while before the buildings will need major
maintenance.

Overall, the museum buildings &
grounds are in very good shape.  Ever since
the Steamboat House was completed &
dedicated in 2005, the other buildings and the
grounds needed some attention. There has
been many repairs and improvements over the
past 5 years .  

To recap, The Railroad Depot was
painted 3 years ago, the deck re-stained, the
bathroom re-plumbed and a new display
cabinet was added.  Two years ago, The
Steamboat House was painted, permanent
shelving was built in a storage room and some
display cabinets moved. Last year, the Doll
Cottage air conditioner was repaired and the
landscaping was improved. In addition, the
Schoolhouse foundation was repaired, the
water pump was moved and the surrounding
grounds were completely re-landscaped. This
year the Schoolhouse receives a new coat of
paint.  The ground cover surrounding the Little
House has been tamed and this year the
building gets a new roof.

In addition to the museum
improvements, the organization cleaned up the
archive room and purchased new shelving
units to upgrade the storage area. Last year,
new park benches were purchased to enhance
the museum grounds.

 What’s in store for this year?  



Hopefully, the trees on the grounds get
some well deserved trimming. The landscaping
surrounding the Depot, Little House, and
Schoolhouse is finally completed.  The inefficient
sodium street lights on the Railroad Depot are
planned to be replaced with much more efficient
vintage goose necked outdoor LED light fixtures.
Perhaps some new signage for the Museum
Grounds and the Steamboat House.
 

Winter Wonderland
Last December, The Historical Society

participated with the American Legion’s Winter
Wonderland Celebration.  In addition to our usual 
bake sale, the Historical Society held several
silent auction basket raffles and two free gifts
with registration. (Steamboat on the Fox Pictorial
& Ashton Drake Doll).

Between the bake sale & the silent auctions,
the Historical Society raised about $500.00.  (The
organization needed a little financial bump with all
the expenses that were incurred.)  Thanks to
Mary Harper who garnered most of the basket
raffles, to all who baked goods, and to those who
supported the effort. 

 The Historical Society’s response was very
positive and had a very good showing.
Unfortunately, the event struggled as a whole
and may not be continued at the American
Legion venue. The concept is good, — but some
adjustments made to continue.

Book Sales
The Historical Society retains the publishing

rights to an assorted library collection of
Winneconne history books that are available for
sale.  

The collection includes,

 

Winneconne; History’s Crossing Place         
 b  y Geraldine Driscoll & Michael Goc

The 1849-1949 Centennial book
by Daisy Rogers

“We Like It Where” 
by Polly Zimmerman

Steamboats on The Fox River Pictorial

Tradition In Excellence

Railroad Days 
by Michael Goc, John & Marge Eid

Steamboat Dinosaurs 
by John Eid

“One Man, One Village”  
by Jim Coughlin

”Triumphs & Tragedies” 
by Jim Coughlin

History of Winneconne’s Children’s Country
Home 1929-1943
by Marge & John Eid

Although, The Historical Society will never
be confused with Barnes & Noble, last year
seemed to be a very good year for book sales.
The Fin’n’Feather displays the Steamboat book
near their hostess station and sold about 24
books last year.  Municipal Librarian Holly
Selwitscka has been displaying our collection in
the Village Library the past year and we have
been regularly selling 3- 4 books a month. Last
December, Mary Lou Schroeder placed our
books and their descriptions on the Historical
Society Facebook site.  Less than a week later,
we received a request from a South Dakota
women who purchased 4 books because she
used to visit Winneconne in the 1960s. 

There are folks that appreciate local history.
This demonstrates the power of reaching out
beyond the boundaries of our museum
grounds. 

Steamboats on

the Fox River

pictorial book is

one of the more
popular books

sold. It ties in very

well with the

Fin’nFeather

Showboat and the

Steamboat House.

The book is

donated to the

Historical Society

by Castle Print.



Tonneson Exhibit
The Oshkosh Public Museum will be featuring

a Beatrice Tonneson Exhibit throughout their
summer season.  Tonneson was a former
Winneconne native that was a pioneer in the
photography advertising industry. It will make an
excellent opportunity to visit the Oshkosh
Museum this summer.

. 

Tonneson was born in Winneconne in 1871.
As a young girl, her family moved to Oshkosh
where Beatrice took up an apprenticeship and
studied under Cook Ely, one of Oshkosh’s
leading photographers.

As a young lady, Tonneson moved to
Menominee, Michigan in 1891 to start up her first
studio, there she quickly won a very good
reputation of producing beautiful photography.
After only one year, she accepted an offer to take
over a well known photography studio in Chicago
on Michigan Avenue.   It was there that Beatrice
and her older sister, Clara Lund, became known
within the industry as the Tonnesen Sisters.
Beatrice, who was hearing impaired, was the
creative photographer and Clara conducted the
business.

It was during this time, Beatrice pioneered the
use of live models in pictorial advertisements.
Intriguing women and bewitching children
became the subjects used for creative
advertising. The original models were
photographed in black & white and artists added
colors during the printing process. The concept
and process became an revolutionary success in
the photography & advertising industry. 
Advertising agencies and businesses in the

cigarette, candy, beverage, agriculture
industries flocked to their photography for use
in magazine, trade publications and promotional
advertising.  Calenders with colorized photos
became a primary source of her work. The
studio operated very successfully from 1892-
1930.

Clara Lund, retired and traveled extensively
to Europe. After her husband’s death in 1926,
Clara returned to Winneconne and purchased
the old village homestead that their father had
built.

Beatrice retired in 1930 and returned to
Winneconne to live with her sister Clara for the
next 14 years. It was during this time period 
that Beatrice developed the hobby of creating
“Mars Ware.”  Beatrice created jewelry,
candlesticks, vases, sculptures or any type of
household item made from “Clinkers.” “Clinkers”
were the hardened grates or coal residue that
were removed from coal furnaces. 

Incidentally, Dolly Unser, owner K&J
Beverage, still recalls as a young school girl
during the depression years, how she would
collect a gunny sack of “clinkers” from the old
school and deliver them to Beatrice. There
Dolly would be treated to cookies. Dolly recalls
how beautiful the Tonneson home was and how
kind they treated her.  In Dolly’s own wisdom, “I
didn’t know I was poor until I saw their house.” 

In 1944, Beatrice’s sister, Clara Lund died. 
Beatrice remained in Winneconne until 1948. 
She eventually moved to Oshkosh and died in
1958 at the age of 87.

Beatrice
Tonneson
1871-1958

Winneconne
Native

Advertising
Photography
Pioneer An example of

Tonneson’s work. A
portrait photo was
photographed in
black & white and
color was
proccessed later. It
was a unique
process that
revolutionized the
advertising,
newpaper, and



Where our Registered
Visitors Come From

The Historical Society Museum has always
kept a guest register to sign. It’s a common
practice.  However, not all visitors who tour the
Museum buildings sign the register. Most are
hesitant at the outset, but when asked politely, are
very willing (Especially, the kids)

So why keep a guest register?

The most obvious reasons are simple. To
record how many guests visit the museum and
track where they come from.

Like many of you who spend a Sunday
afternoon as a docent or tour guide, I am always
curious to identify where our visitors come from
and their interest in history. Almost always, they
are very engaging, cordial and hospitable with
information. It is most pleasant to share local
stories, common bonds, compare communities’
history and their local culture. 

When examining the guest register from
past years, there is a distinct pattern. Most of the
registrants are not from the Winneconne
community, in fact, very few are from the
Winneconne area and even fewer from the village. 
Most of the visitors come from miles away from all
parts of regional area, the State of Wisconsin and
even the country.

For the year of 2015, the museum complex
had over 1000 visitors. That includes Sunday
afternoons, bus tours, private tours, school field
trips, and special events. When the Winneconne
grade school tours are excluded from the totals, it
is a fair estimation that 75-80% of the total visitors
come from outside the Winneconne community. 
(This even includes Sovereign State Days
attendance) 

Many of the visitors are first time visitors and
are pleasantly impressed with the exhibits,
historical reference material, and the general
upkeep of the museum buildings. Many outwardly
comment, “what a wonderful facility” and most
would “definitely recommend a visit to a friend or a
repeat visit.  Although, the museum does not
charge for admission, most visitors show their
appreciation and make small donations to our jar.
Overall, the museum is viewed very positively
outside of the village.

Here is a list of the places that our visitors
come from, taken directly from the 2015 guest
register.

In State - Wisconsin

Omro, Oshkosh, Larsen, Medina,
Neenah, Menasha, Kaukauna, Appleton,
Combined Locks, Hortonville, Greenville,
Waukau, Eureka, Berlin, Stevens Point, Iola,
Fremont, Weyawega, Milwaukee, Oak Creek,
Greenfield, Germantown, Waukesha, Cudahy,
White Lake, Junction City, Wausau, Nekoosa,
Phillips, Elkhorn, Green Bay, Madison, Beaver
Dam, Platteville, Sheboygan, Waterford,
Oconto, Markesan, Marquette, Randolph,
Tomah, Fond du Lac, Horicon, Bakersfield,
Mountain.

Out of State

Alpharetta, GA; Fort Mill, SC; San Jose,
CA; Lakewood, OH; Chicago, IL; Miami, FL;
Lamont, IL; Bismark, ND; Elizabeth, KY;
Washington, DC; Arlington VA; Puerto Rico;
East Liverpool, OH, Traverse City, MI;
Columbia, SC; Palm Beach, FL; Burnsville, MN;
Richardson, TX; Omaha, NE; Indianapolis, IN;
Bloomington, MN; Menominee/Marinette MI

During EAA week our little museum drew
visitors from Great Britain and Australia. 

Pretty impressive for a small non-profit,
volunteer group.

So when analyzing the register and the
lack of local registrants ----- One has to ask?

What do these people who come from
across the State of Wisconsin and from varying
parts of the United States appreciate in our
museum that the locals are unable to
appreciate?



Norton Donates Photos &
Archival Material

Over the past 10 years, The Historical Society
did quite of bit of printing business with Dave
Norton of CMYK Digital Printing. Dave was always
reasonable and thoughtful to deal with.  He was a
good supporter of the organization and respected
the Historical Society’s mission.

 It was sad to see Mr. Norton close his shop.
The Historical Society will miss his services but he
did leave the Historical Society a wonderful
collection of old Winneconne photos, completely
framed, and donated a few display tripods. In
addition, the Historical Society received a
complete digitalized inventory of all the
organization’s printing material over the years.
Thank you, Mr. Norton.

Grade School Tours
The 1  & 4  grade school classes are alreadyst th

scheduled for their annual tours.  The tentative
dates are May 26 and May 31.  For those who
help with these tours, keep those dates in mind. .

Chamber Car Show
Last year, the Historical Society participated in

the Winneconne Chamber Car show.  We opened
our museum buildings and displayed a few of Bob
Plummer’s and Roger Giddings antique vehicles
on the museum grounds.  It was quite impressive. 
Perhaps it was the weather, but attendance could
have been much better.  The opportunity will arise
again, but the Historical Society needs a little
stronger commitment & organization from the
Chamber & the Car Show organizers for it to
succeed like it could.  

Indian Remains to find
Permanent Home

If all things go well, our Indian remains that
were located in our archives two years ago will
find a more appropriate final resting place.

The Wisconsin State Historical Archeology
and the Menominee Indian Tribe have been in
contact with the Historical Society and each
other to find a suitable solution. The remains
were identified as perhaps a little older than
when the Menominee Tribe was completely
settled in the area but still compatible to the time
period.   It seems favorable that the Menominee
Tribe will accept the skeletal remains and
repatriate with a formal ceremony.

As some may recall, our organization
discovered these remains two years ago while
cleaning out our archive storage. They were
packed away in a unmarked cardboard    box
filled with newspapers. For whatever reason, the
remains were placed in storage at the old village
hall closet and then moved to the new municipal
hall storage area. 

After some follow up at UW-Oshkosh and
some plain fortunate luck, the skeletal remains
were able to be identified as the exact inventory
that was discovered at the 1967 Gruel
Archeological site here in Winneconne. Today
the site is where the Riverside Seniors
Apartments are located on 1  St. & Division. Itst

solved a 50 year mystery to where the bones
disappeared. 



Doll Cottage - New
Additions

The Kay Wilde Doll Cottage added a few more
dolls to the collection over the fall & winter.  This
tends to happen after the summer season, guests
visit the Doll Cottage Museum or they find the
museum on the website and it sparks interest. We
receive dozens of phone calls from people who
would like to donate their doll collections. Over the
years, we have accepted hundreds of dolls that
have complimented Kay Wilde’s collection. 

 Given the lack of display and storage, the
Historical Society has tried to accept fewer dolls
but we still accept those that we believe that can
fit and add interest to our Doll Cottage Museum.
Here is a few of those that have been recently
donated and accepted.

  

The Naber Dolls

Thes e two

dolls are from the “Nabor Kids” Doll collection

and donated by Lucille Nash & her daughter

Mary Powell. 

The “Naber” dolls are unique in that

they are constructed of wood resin from a hand

carved mold. The dolls tended to revolve

around an Alaskan, Eskimo or Indian ethnic

theme and have a distinct style. They were

produced from the early 1970s and retired in

2003.  Like all doll collections during this time

period, they became very collectible.  In 1996,

the “Naber Kids” doll warehouse was destroyed

by fire and all replacement parts and molds

were also destroyed. This definitely spiked the

market for the collection.

These two Naber Kid dolls are Millie &

Maxine. Originally issued in 1980s for $60, in

2003 they were valued at $750 - $1200 each. 

Greek & Spanish Dolls

Donated by Mary Pruett of Oshkosh,

these dolls originate from Greece and Spain.

Made of porcelain they are exquisitely dressed

in authentic Greek & Spanish fashion. They

make an excellent addition to our world

Rag Dolls

Donated by

Elinor Helms.

These cloth

rag dolls

probably date

back to the

Early 1900s

and WWII era.



Family Reunions to
Attend Museum

The Historical Society received a couple of
requests from family reunions to tour our
facilities this summer.  

 Jack Matson & family will be touring the
museum on Sunday July 3  as they meet for therd

Haber-Christensen family reunion. Their family
roots are very prevalent in the Winneconne area
dating back to the 1880s.

The Hoyer family will be observing a family
reunion and will tour the museum during
Sovereign State Days. 

Local Homemakers
Group

The local Homemakers group will meet this
spring on May 17  at the Steamboat House. th

Board of Directors
Meeting

The Board of Directors met last month to set
this year’s upcoming schedule and discuss the
direction.

The first order at hand was to replace
Rosemary Kunde’s vacant board position. The
Board appointed Cheryl Baker to the position.
Cheryl has been active in the organization as a
tour guide and fund raising. 

Treasurer Floyd Wouters reported last year’s
annual Receipts of $3107.00 and annual
Expenditures of $6894.00 for an annual
negative operating balance of $3787.00.  The
organization transferred $4193.00 from the
Driscoll Long Term Capital Fund and the
Historical Society Operations Fund to pay for the
Schoolhouse foundation and to offset other
costs. Despite revenue increases, it  was the
third year of operating in a negative balance.

The subject of making donations to other
local non-profit groups was discussed. Last year
the Historical Society donated $850.00 to other
local causes with little return or recognition. The
subject will be discussed whether the
organization can maintain this practice at the
March meeting.

Historical Society & 

Museum Calender

Feb. 22  Board of Directors Meetingnd

March 22  General Membershipnd

Meeting

April 5th Election Bake Saleo

May 15  “Whistle Stop” Campaignth

May 17  Homemakers Groupth

May 26 1  Grade Tour  (th st

May 30  Memorial Dayth

Museum Opens for
Summer

May 31  4  Grade Tourst th

June Winneconne Car
Show (TBD)

July 4  Independence Dayth

July 16 -17th Sovereign Stateth

Days

Aug Village Brat Fry

Sept 5  Labor Dayth

Museum Closes for
Summer

Oct 18 General Membershipth

Nov 8 Presid entialth

Election
Bake Sale

Nov. General Membership
Meeting

 
Dec. Holiday Faire



Hoyer Family
The Hoyer family relationship with Winneconne

is a most interesting story mixed with tragedy and
inspiration that Winneconne has to offer.

Otto T. Hoyer served as pastor of St. Paul’s
Evangelical Church for 42 years from 1905-1947. 
Hoyer was a very humble and devout man and his
family were greatly respected in the local
community, yet his life was filled with great
personal  tragedy.

Hoyer was called to Winneconne in 1905 to
serve as pastor for St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran
Church. He also served as pastor to Zion
Evangelical Lutheran west of Oshkosh from 1917-
1949. 

In 1908 Hoyer married Gertrude Doehler and
they began a family that would produce nine
children. However, this is where a series of
personal tragedies would occur throughout Hoyer’s
lifetime. Five children would precede him in death
and also his wife, Gertrude. In addition, one of his
children would be paralyzed in an auto accident.

The series of events started in 1913, Pastor
Hoyer and his eldest son Gerhard were involved in
a horse buggy and train accident on railroad tracks
that crossed Main St. along 1  street. st

Both Hoyer and eldest son Gerhard were
thrown from the buggy. Although Hoyer was not
injured, his 3 year old son suffered a severe head
injury and died later in the evening. The accident
sent a shock throughout the village. It was only the
beginning of a series of tragic events.

In 1917, Hoyer lost a 3 month infant son
attributed to crib death.

In 1928, Hoyer’s wife Gertrude died at the
young age of 39, along with another infant child,
leaving the widowed Hoyer with 6 surviving
children. 

Like Pastor Hoyer, Gertrude was a well liked
& respected individual and her death was felt
throughout the village. At her funeral, the entire
church was filled and mourners stood outside
the church to attend.  It was one of
Winneconne’s largest funeral to date. 

  In 1936, Pastor Hoyer’s son, Theodore,
age 16, was involved in an auto accident that
left him paralyzed from the waist down and
limited use of his upper body and arms. Hoyer
spent the next ten years helping support and
rehabilitate Theodore.

One year later, 1937, tragedy again struck
when Hoyer’s daughter Gertrude was killed at
the age of 25 in an auto accident near Appleton.

Finally, in 1945, Bertram Hoyer, the
surviving youngest son and recent graduate of
Winneconne High School, who had enlisted in
the Marines and served in the South Pacific
theater was listed missing in action. It was
confirmed shortly thereafter that Bertram had
been killed in action in the Invasion of Saipan.
He was only 22 years of age.



After 40 years in the ministry and life’s
burdens, Hoyer’ s health deteriorated to the point
where he could no longer serve a large
congregation and give his son Ted the support he
needed. Hoyer, retired as pastor of St. Paul’s
Church but still remained pastor at the smaller Zion
congregation until 1949. He moved to live with his
daughter in Oshkosh and died in 1950 at the age of
71. Hoyer’s funeral was held at St. Paul’s Church
and he is buried in the Winneconne Municipal
Cemetery. He was survived by only 4 of the nine
children.

Now, the rest of the story.

The Hoyer influence and perseverance did
not die with Otto Hoyer.  Theodore drew inspiration
from his handicap and while still living in
Winneconne he began writing for the local paper
and built up a successful magazine subscription
business. It was during this period, that Pastor
Hoyer and Ted would design slings & contraptions
that would aid Ted with his handicap and help with
everyday maneuverability. 

After moving to Oshkosh in 1949 and
corresponding with other handicapped, Ted found
inspiration and  decided to offer his homemade
equipment and innovations to others. Working in
his garage with his cousin, Victor Hildemann, they
began to make prototype models of patient lifts and
slings, most notably an electric patient lift for home
use. This vision would turn out to be a lasting
presence that is seen in everyday healthcare
operations.

Eventually, Ted would start a business
with his cousin Victor. Ted would come up with
the ideas and run the office while Hildemann, an
electrician by trade, would fabricate the designs
and oversee production. They moved out of the
garage and into a new factory. Overnight, the
venture would became a revolutionary success
within the healthcare equipment industry.

In 1950, Ted would marry Marie Shuppe,
a recent nursing graduate who he had met a
couple of years earlier. In less than a year,
Marie would quit nursing and run the
administrative part of the growing business.
Marie would become Ted’s completion of his
ultimate dream. Fourteen years prior, Ted was
relegated to being a quadriplegic with little or no
future. Now his life was fulfilled with a new wife,
a revolutionary enterprise and a vision that
would change the lives of handicap people
forever.

 Unfortunately, Ted would not live very
long to see his dream to its’ full completion.
Hoyer died in 1954, his life shortened due to
complications of his condition. However, the
vision and business did not stop.

The company continued to grow. Marie
Hoyer became the President of Ted Hoyer Lift
Company, Oshkosh, WI and Victor Hildemann
served as Secretary and Chief Engineer.  Hoyer
Lift products & ideas were patented. The
product line was expanded to hydraulically
operated patient lifts, car lifters, bathtubs and
physical therapy pools, scale attachments or
anything related to modifications to handicap
equipment. The Hoyer Lift product line was
picked up by national medical supply distributors
in the United States. In 1956, the Ted Hoyer
Company set up a German subsidiary plant in
Friedburg, Germany so the Hoyer Lift product
line could be distributed internationally. 

Out of perseverance, innovation and
faith,  the crude contraptions that were hobbled
together by Pastor
Hoyer & his son Ted
became the impetus to
change the lives of
handicapped individuals
and the healthcare
equipment industry. 
Today, there is not a
hospital, rehabilitation
center, nursing care
facility, clinic or any type
of medical facility that
does not have some
form of a Hoyer Lift.
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