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End of Year Report

Help Support the Community Food Pantry

Sovereign State Days

Thanks to everyone who took part in this year’s
Sovereign State Days. This year Floyd & Jean Wouters
were our representatives in the parade. Thanks to Bob
Plummer for providing the antique car for their ride.
Over the 2 days, the museum had over 200 visitors.

Winpgesrre

Whistle Stop Awareness

The Museum Complex opened the year in mid
May with a cooperative effort with the Winneconne
Area Community Foundation. The event was coined
the “Whistle Stop™ .

The purpose of the event was to raise awareness
for the Winneconne Area Community Foundation and
the local groups that they help promote.

The Historical Society Museum hosted the event
while the Foundation promoted the cause with food,
drink and music by the High School Polka Band. The
event was attended by over 300 people and over 100
new faces toured the Museum Buildings.

Thanks to Kate Pfandtner, Peggy Larson, Mae
Kosiuck and Emily Dunham from the WACF for
organizing the event and the spring cleaning
assistance.

We hope to continue this event and continue
to raise awareness for the Foundation , the Historical
Society and the Museum Complex. Let’s make our
Museum Complex a community gathering place
instead of 5 buildings that people drive by.

Railroad Depot Museum




Oshkosh Photography
Group Model Session

The weekend after Labor Day, the museum hosted a
photo shoot for the Oshkosh Photography Group. The
Oshkosh Photography Group Is an amateur group of
photographers who share their mutual passion for
photography and meet on a regular basis to practice their
abilities.

The event was attended by more than 25
photographers from all parts of the state and included 6
models. The museum buildings, Sovereign State Car, and
the Fire Department’s 1931Peter Pirsch Fire Engine
were used as background props. Bob Plummer
entertained the group with some piano playing and also
provided one of his antigue collector cars that made a
great prop for some nice photos.

The event was enjoyed and appreciated by all those
who participated. Thanks to Gary Meitner & Lee
Fenendael for arranging the event. It was a great success.
Bob Plummer

A few of the photographs were shown at the last
meeting. To get a glimpse of just some of the photos, go
to our historical society facebook site or the Oshkosh
Photographers website or facebook site.

Election of Officers

Election of Officers for 2016 will be held at the
October 27" meeting. Nominations will be made from
the floor and open to anyone who would be interested in
serving a one year term. The current offices of President,
Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary, and 3 Board of
Director positions are to be filled. Based on the response
from the membership at the last meeting, it appears that
Marlene O’Connell, Floyd Wouters, Mary Harper, Lee
Hanson, Jack Quigley and Rosemary Race would be
willing to accept their current positions.

Holiday Faire

The Historical Society membership needs to make
a decision on an ongoing holiday tradition. For many
years, the Historical Society has participated in
Winneconne's local holiday event.

The event has gone through an evolution of trial
and error. In past years, the Historical Society has
opened the museum with holiday displays that
included carolers, small bands and a Christmas tree
lighting.

More recently, the past several years, the
organization has participated in cooperation with the
Friends of the Library in the Municipal Hall with a
Craft Sale. The two organizations split the advertising
costs and the proceeds from the vendors. The Friends
of the Library raffled gift baskets and our organization
would have a Bake Szle. It Bas been a fairly
cooperative arrangement.

The Friends of the Library have decided to move
the craft sale event to the high school and focus on the
youth and call it the Jingle Book Bash. They have
extended an invitation to the Historical Society to
participate with our bake sale.

It appears there are a fow options to consider:

1, Accept the offer and participate with a
Bake sale.

2, Attempr o keep the Holiday Faire &
Bake Sale at the Municipal Hall,

3. Coordinate some type of activity with the
American Legion with their Christmas
event

4. Call it quits.

Hopetully, there will be some new information by
the next meeting to give us some guidance.

Little House




Historical Society & Village
Come to Agreement

In an effort to put to rest some of chronic
maintenance & expectation issues that have plagued the
Historical Society and the Village of Winneconne for
years, both parties bave agreed to a written agreement
concerning the relationship and the responsibilities of
each side. Most of the details have been in place for
‘many years bat it has always been verbal and ambiguous.
Each time there was a change in Village Administration,

Village Board or the Park Board, the village became less
responsive to the Historical Society’s existence and
mission.

The agreement allows the Historical Society to work
through the village administrator or public works
director directly and thereby eliminating the
bureaucracy of the Park Board. By putting the
agreement into writing, there should be much less
ambiguity as to the responsibility of maintenance to the
grounds and the archival storage area in the municipal
building. The agreement benefits both parties and has
the best interest of the village in mind.

Ed Fisher, Park Board Chair, Joe Hoenecke,
Historical Preservation, and Kirk Ruetten, Public Works
director met and set the parameters of the agreement.
The proposal was brought before the Park Board for
recommendation and then to the Village Board for final
approval.

Thanks to all the Historical Society members who
made their presence felt at the Park Board meeting. It
makes a difference when a group shows its unity and
commitment to the cause.

One-Room School

Park Benches Memorial

Earlier this summer, The Historical Society
purchased five park benches for the museum grounds.
The monies were used from Iast years’ memorial
donations dedicated to the memory of Marge Eid. The
benches are black metal siat style and have been placed
amongst the buildings along the sidewalk. Each bench
has a small gold plate to acknowledge the Marge Eid's
memorial,

Already, many positive responses and benefits
from the placement of the benches. They are used all
the time.

Future Sign Projects

Bill Brunker, high school industrial arts teacher,
has offered the second semester High School
woodworking class their services to the Historical
Soclety. In past years, the classes have made wood
signs for the village parks & the wastewater treatment
plant. There could be the possibility to enhance onr
museum grounds with some signs.

Sovereign State Car

The Sovereign State Car is in need of some minor
repair, We had the vehicle out for the Oshkosh
Photography Shoot and while preparing for winter
storage, the throttle cable broke. Lucky break that it
happened directly in front of Leo’s Service. John Esch,
Leo’s Service, has already ordered parts and will repair
the vehicle. Once it is up and running, John will take a
closer Iook at the rest of the engine and make some
recommendations how to proceed forward.

At the last meeting, the membership already
agreed to go forward with whatever would be
necessary to take care of the problem and have the car
ready to go for next year.

Main Street Banners

At the Iast meeting the membership approved to
sponsor a banner for the downtown street lights. This
is done through the Winneconne Beautification
Committee.

The current banners are on their last legs. The cost
of a single banner is $350.00, but that also includes a
holiday banner.




Winneconne Car Show

This past June the Historical Society participated in
the Annual Winneconne Classic Car Show. The
Museum Complex displayed five antique classic cars
on the grounds. Thanks to Bob Plummer for making
part of his collection available for display. Bob’s
collection included a 1929 Hudsen Essex and a 1947
Ford Convertible Super Deluxe. Also, thanks to Roger
Giddings & his family for their antique car collection.
The Giddings provided a 1924 Dodge Roadster, 1923
Dodge Convertible and an early Ford Model T. In
addition, The Winneconne Fire Department displayed
their classic 1931 Peter Pirsch Fire Engine.

The Car Show drew over 250 participants to the
event and was attended by hundreds of visitors. It was
much larger than past years shows. Unfortunately, the
weather did not cooperate and attendance to the
museum was not quite as good as expected, but it did
draw some attention. The Car Show organizers were
grateful to the Historical Society's attempt and hoped
to build upon the success of this year's event. There is
discussion of spreading out the event all the way down
to the museum grounds next year.

Museum Grounds

After the Little Schoolhouse excavation process
this past spring, the museum grounds needed
significant attention. The area around the schoolhouse
was re-graded and grass was re-seeded. Al bushes &
shrubs around the grounds received trimming. The
wild groundcover around the Little House and Depot
has been contained,

Thanks to Laura Broderick, from the
Beautification Committee, who donated an entire
afternoon weeding, trimming and raking in order to

sharpen up the grounds for Sovereign State Days,

Museum Tours

We had a good variety of tours to the museum this
year. As usual, we hosted the grade school children
from the school. It was a beautiful day and this year’s
kids were much better behaved.

In April, the Oshkosh Seniors arrived on a Mystery
Tour. August brought two large bus tours from the
Menominee & Marinette area consisting of 30+ visitors
each and also a group of 50+ Milwaukee visitors from
the YWCA.

The Tuesday after Labor Day, a group of 30 from
the Stevens Point area spent the morning at the
miuseun.

An interesting side note about the bus tours is that
every time a bus was parked along side Main Street,
other visitors & passerby would stop and tour the
buildings.

In addition, there were also 3-4 small private tours
given including of “Ducky” Coughlin’s nieces from
Hllinois and Celiz Krug from Washington D.C. area.

Krug is a great, great, great grand daughter of
Clara (Clausen, Wagenecht) Muiller, who was one of
the very first settlers of Winneconne in the 1850s.
Clara Muiller’s second husband Dr. William
Wagenecht is buried in the West Side Cemetery and is
marked by the large monument that stands today.

Archival Donations

The Historical Society continued to add to its’
archival inventory.

. Deb Proximire gifted some antigue cookbooks.

. Betty Achteberg donated several sets of
Madame Alexander Dolls

. Joan Fliescher donated a painting & small sign
of the Der Schnppshaus & Rustic Hut.

. Linda Manske donated 15 collectible dolls.

. Kathleen Ginnow donated books & postcards
of Winneconne, Tustin, Berlin, Ripon.
John & Mary Powell donated collectable
Nabor resin dolls.

. Antique handmade Duck Decoys on behalf of
the Yost family.

. Antigue woaod stove from Mary Harper,

. Tron children’s bed from Flegner family,




S'teampun]c Photo Shoot

On a June Sunday, the Museum buildings were
used as a by Lisa Bennet, a local photo artist, for a
Steampunk photo shoot. Two photographers, light
crew and 8-10 models used the Steamboat House,
Railroad Depot and the Doll Cottage buildings and
interiors as backdrops fur their modeling.

Lisa Bennett, a local photographer and fashion
enthusiast, arranged the photo shoot.

Most of the photos were taken just for
entertainment but some of the models used the
opportunity to build their modeling portfolios.

So you ask — what is Steampunk? Steampunk is a
new fashion trend or genre that mixes old traditional
style with modern technology. It fuses a personal high
tech approach with a touch of traditional Victorian,
gothic, burlesque, leather, and lace. It evolves from the
Sci-fi writing style. Apparently, it is a growing trend.
{So they say)

A visual way to try to describe the genre would be
to combine the futuristic technology of Star Trek
Science Fiction and cross it with the traditional
Victorian dress style of BBC'’s Masterpiece Theater.
Think of the old TV western series , Wild, Wild West.

Whatever it is, the photo shoot turned some heads
and everyone involved had a great time. The
photographers and models were very appreciative of
the Historical Society’s cooperation and the use of the
museum grounds & artifacts as background accessories.

Support Local Food Pantry

The membership agreed ro help support the
Iocal food pantry by having a small food drive at our
next meeting . Bring along a few dried goods, canned
foods or any type of non-perishable food or household
itemn to be donated to the Food Pantry on behalf of the
Historical Soclety. A free will offering will also be
available for cash donation.

Summer Museum Activity
& Attendance

Total attendance for the museum was very steady
and significantly better than in past years. It would be
safe to say that the new musenm hours from 12 - 4 pm
certainly did not have a negative effect on the
artendance and it seemed that most of the volunteers
liked the 4:00 pm closing.

Sunday’s attendance was far more consistent and
averaged over 12 visitors each Sunday. A total of 181
visitors for the summer. According fo registrations, an
estimated 75% come from outside the local area.

As usual, early in the year, the Historical Society
gave tours to the 4" Grade classes that totaled 125
visitors. Unfortunately, the I** Grade field trip was
rained out but the 4" Graders was a success.

In mid May, the Winneconne Area Community
Foundation keld the "Whistle Stop” awareness
campaign on the museam grounds. Over a 100 new
people toured the buildings.

In June, the Historical Society participated in the
Winneconne Chamber Car Show. Attendance of 18
was a little disappointing, (perhaps due to the weather)
but those who did visit were very impressed, (Again
from outside the community)

Sovereign State Days had an increase in attendance
for a total of 232 visitors for the two days. Later in the
month the Village Brat Fry was held on the grounds.
(Minimal attendance)

The Historical Society hosted two separate
photography model sessions that included over 35
photographers, over a dozen models, and their support
people for a total of 50 + people.

Bus Tours were a great success this year. The
museam was open for 6 large bus tours from Oshkosh,
Milwaukee, Marinette, Menominee, and Stevens Point,
Over 200 people from tours went through our
buildings..

Overall, there were 835 visitors from these special
events. When combined with Sunday s attendance,
there was 1016 total visitors for the year. That's
equates to a 459 increase over last year’s attendance.

When subtracting the school tours & Sov. State
attendance from total attendance, the number of
visitors from outside the area is about 80%. That
corresponds with the registration figures.

Conclusion — Visitors from outside of
Winneconne have a great appreciation for our facility,
and organization and its commitment to history.
Unfortunately, that feeling does not resonate with our
own residents,




- Azro Young

This summer, Dan Bell from the South Carolina
Historical Resource Center contacted the Winneconne
Historical Society asking permission to use our archival
information on Azro Young for display exhibit.

What's the connection to Winneconne.

Azro Young was a Winneconne native who served in
the Civil War with the Wisconsin 32" Infantry
Regiment. Young was wounded in the Battle of
Salkahatchie River, South Carolina. Young returned
home to Winneconne but died a few years later from
complications from his wounds. He was the first (only)
Civil War casualty from Winneconne and is buried in the
Winneconne Municipal Cemetery .
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The Winneconne veteran’s organization GAR
(Grand Army of the Republic) local chapter was named
after Azro Young. Ironically, Azro Young never belonged
to the local chapter — he belonged to Omro’s. Each year,
Memorial Day ceremonies in the cemetery are held at the
Azro Young GAR monument. Azro Young's photo from
the Oshkosh Public Museum and obituary from the
Winneconne Item will be on display at the South
Carolina’s new Salkahatchie Battlefield Museum.

Steamboat House 10"
Anniversary

It happened without fanfare, but the Steamboat
House celebrated it’s 10" Anniversary of it’s dedication
on June 18,2005.

Steamboat Houge
Mugeum

Bedication
Fune 18, 2005

®Blinneconne
Bigtorical Society
617 8. Main St.
Winmeconme, Bisconsin

Astwork Courlasy of Deb Passl

The Steamboat House has been a terrific addition
to the Winneconne Historical Society. It has added
historic significance and dimension to our organization
and has become the focal point of the museum
complex.

The Steamboat House was moved to the grounds in
2001, but the project really began in 1999 and was
divided into two phases which took 6 years to
complete.

Total cost of the project was $156,725.74. The
Historical Society provided $84,500 of the funding.
Donations/Memorials made up another $56,645.00;
Grants $8450,00; Book Sales $5272.00; Fund raising
activities $1860.00.

The project was certainly a group effort and a
tremendous undertaking. It could not have been
accomplished without outstanding individual
commitments.

One particular person that needs to be
acknowledged is Dorothy Nimmer.



